
• GRADE 5 – Number Sense



A drawing 
with symbols 
representing 
different 
values and a 
legend/key in 
the ”describe” 
section is a 
clear, effective 
way for 
students to 
represent a 
number.

For Expanded 
Form, 
students must 
create an 
addition 
expression 
that includes 
the value of 
each digit in 
the number. 
Words (two 
hundred 
thousands, 
four ten 
thousands, 
etc) are also 
acceptable.



Since students are 
accustomed to 
representing 
numbers with 
base ten blocks, 
this example is 
totally acceptable. 
Ideally, they 
would create 
symbols for the 
hundred 
thousands and ten 
thousands places, 
but this strategy 
clearly 
demonstrates 
understanding. 

This description 
uses words rather 
than a legend to 
describe the 
drawing. This is 
perfectly 
acceptable.



This is a very 
thorough 
representation 
that includes 
base ten, 
invented 
symbols, a 
legend, and 
words to clearly 
demonstrate 
understanding.



Although the first equation is quite 
simple, as a whole, this example is 
acceptable and age-appropriate for 
Grade 5. This example 

demonstrates a strong 
understanding of grade-
level operations.





This example demonstrates a good 
understanding of the value of the number, 
and a whole lot of personality!

This is a reasonable and 
acceptable example.



Money tends to be a good way for 
students to show their 
understanding of numbers in the 
100,000s.



Students 
should 
begin their 
count with 
the number 
that was 
chosen for 
the 
assessment



Students should include at least three 
benchmarks and a reasonably accurate position 
for the number. This number line uses 
benchmarks of 250000, 500000, and 750000).



Reflections should include elements like “What was 
easy, “what was challenging,” “what I’m working on 
for next time, and/or “What I learned about myself as 
a mathematician”


